
The Value of Latin: 

Some Points for Consideration 

 

Since a good foundation in classical languages and an 

appreciation of classical literature are the best 

preparation for later university studies and for the whole 

of life, it is worthwhile to consider the following values 

of a classical education. 

 

Latin as Literature 

Literature has been defined as the best that has been 

thought and said in the world. As such, literature which is 

truly great can never die. Primarily, Latin is read today 

because Latin literature occupies a large place in the best 

that has been thought and said in the world. Thus, Latin 

literature is worth reading for its own sake and is worth 

reading in the language in which it was written. Classical 

literature is not a dead literature. We read Cicero, 

Horace, and Vergil, not as exercises in a dead and 

forgotten language, but as the expression, in their own 

tongue and in their own words, of ideas and poetic imagery 

that the world will not willingly let die.  

The Classics are always modern. 

 

 

Latin as Language 

The study of Latin as a language will be of never-failing 

assistance in English grammar and composition. A large part 

of the words in the English language is derived from Latin 

and Greek. A good knowledge of Latin, therefore, will help 

in building English vocabulary, in increasing reading 

comprehension, and in mastering English syntax.  

The Classics are always the best SAT/ACT preparation, 

especially with the new versions of the assessments. 

 

Latin and English Literature 

Not only in the use of the English language, but also in 

the study and appreciation of English literature, a 

knowledge of classical languages and literature will be of 

tremendous importance. The greatest of our English poets, 

Chaucer, Spenser, Shakespeare, Milton, Wordsworth, Shelley, 

Tennyson, abound in references to classical authors. Many 

of our poets have gone to the classics of Greece and Rome 

for their inspiration, and have borrowed from classical 

mythology and history the greatest of their themes. The 

novelists, playwrights, and poets of our own day still 

repair to the storehouse of Greco-Roman antiquity for their 

subject matter. 

The Classics are always the key to literary awareness. 



 

Latin and Modern Languages 

The close kinship of the Romance languages, Spanish, Italian, 

and French, to Latin makes knowledge of Latin roots and syntax 

of inestimable value. As is true of English literature, the 

literatures of Spain, Italy, and France are dependent in many 

ways on the language and culture from which they sprang.  

The Classics are always the source of linguistic study. 

 

Latin and History 

For nearly one millennium the history of Rome was in large 

part the history of the western world. During the Augustan 

Age, Rome could truly be called the capital of the world. 

Even after the beginning of her political decline, the 

influence of Rome and the Latin language was felt all 

throughout the Middle Ages. Furthermore, with the coming of 

the Renaissance and the revival of interest in the 

languages, literature, and art of Greece and Rome, first in 

Italy and later in France and England, the humane studies 

again assumed their rightful place in the universities and 

were in large measure responsible for the great flourishing 

which marks this period. Mediaeval and Modern history is 

seen with clarity only through the lens of Ancient history. 

The Classics are always relevant to human civilization. 

 

Latin and Science 

Even in science a classical foundation can be of real 

merit. In the physical and biological sciences, in anatomy 

and medicine, and in physics and engineering much of the 

terminology is of Latin derivation. More significant than 

this practical aid, however, is the acquaintance with the 

liberal arts which a classical training provides. This 

training may well offer much avocational interest and 

stimulate curiosity in fields other than one’s profession, 

which fosters common ground among the disciplines. 

The Classics are always a solid foundation. 

 

Latin and Writing 

Finally, Latin will prove a very useful tool in learning 

how to write coherently and effectively, not only in 

providing universal truths but in showing how great ideas 

are combined indissolubly with noble expression. Latin 

literature is perhaps the best workshop for the fine art of 

composition.  

The Classics are always integral to success. 

 

Think Outside the Box! Distinguish Yourself! 

Challenge Your Mind! Stimulate Your Spirit! Choose Latin!  


